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Seattle Audubon’s Survey Data Indicate 
Increasing Numbers for Some Seabirds
by Seattle Audubon Science Program

A recent analysis of seven years 
of bird observations by Seattle 
Audubon’s volunteer-driven 
Puget Sound Seabird Survey 
(PSSS) found positive trends 
in several Puget Sound seabird 
species that have been in de-
cline over the past 50 years.
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The analysis focused on 18 seabird species that 
indicate the environmental health of Puget Sound. The 
study found that 14 species were recorded at increasing 
numbers of survey sites. The species with positive trends 
in occurrence include cormorants, grebes, waterfowl, 
loons, and alcids. However, it’s important to note that 
positive trends in sightings do not necessarily indicate 
increasing populations. For example, although sightings 
of the federally listed Marbled Murrelet increased during 
the study, populations of this species continue to decline 
across Washington State. The research also documented 
local “hotspots” for certain species, which may reflect es-
pecially important habitat or prey the birds depend on.

Continues on page 11.

Ron Sikes, Bruce Marston, and Danae Presler conduct 
a seabird survey. 

The study indicated that four seabird species were in decline: White-
winged Scoter, Brant, Western Grebe, and Red-necked Grebe. These 
declines may result from 
geographical shifts due 
to habitat change or prey 
declines in Puget Sound 
and the Salish Sea, or 
environmental threats 
to their nesting grounds 
elsewhere. SEE PAGE 9 FOR DETAILS
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Organizations are quite like organisms. 
And organizational leadership and man-
agement benefits from consideration of 
organismal biology. Organizations are 
complex, dynamic systems with astonish-
ing numbers of parts: people, systems, 
culture, finances, history, and so on. And 
like organisms, these parts had better 
work well together, in concert, for the 
organization to thrive. Injuries or weak-
nesses cannot be ignored, and strengths 
should be capitalized. 

Thinking of organizations, and Seattle 
Audubon specifically, in this way, pro-
motes a holistic perspective that I strive to 
maintain. There is a very real sense that 
everything matters. Everything. It may 
matter in its performance, presence, or 
absence, but when all put together, the 
resulting entity either prospers or falters. 

We are a broad and deep organization, 
and every person, and every part, is criti-
cal to our success. 

I would like to emphasize that for 
its size, Seattle Audubon is a truly com-
plex organization. Our small number of 
staff and modest budget belie our true 
reach, as over 700 volunteers magnify 
our impact. I believe we are among the 
most financially efficient organizations in 
Washington. Between our programmatic 
focus areas of Conservation, Science, 
Education, and the Nature Shop, we 
encompass many sub-missions within our 
main mission. 

Like any organism, we must focus on 
our vitality. For example, we have just 
completed a minor office renovation that 
was a long time in coming. New flooring 
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F r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

Brian Windrope

and paint throughout has given the place 
a much needed face-lift. Come on by to 
see the change! And it matters. It matters 
because everything is connected. All of 
our people, programs, and infrastructure 
combine into the whole that we are. It is a 
symbiotic and direct feedback system. The 
quality and effort of our volunteers is es-
sential, the generosity of our donors makes 
it all possible. Our Board of Directors is 
enormously important. Our paid staff is im-
portant. Our financial health is important. 
Paraphrasing Walt Whitman: I know of 
nothing else but important things around 
Seattle Audubon. 

It’s from this perspective that I reach 
out to tell you, dear reader, that YOU 
MATTER! Everything you do, matters. 
Maybe next time I will write about prior-
ity setting and focus, but for now, let’s just 
ponder the importance of our place in the 
mission success of Seattle Audubon, like 
every feather on a bird in flight. 
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SEATTLE AUDUBON MISSION STATEMENT
Seattle Audubon cultivates and leads a community 
that values and protects birds and the natural 
environment.
Seattle Audubon is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization.

Invest in the Future—Make a 
Bequest to Seattle Audubon
Brian Windrope             
(206) 523-8243 x15 
brianw@seattleaudubon.org

SEATTLE AUDUBON CENTER 
and NATURE SHOP 
Hours: Mon-Sat 10AM to 5PM
8050  35th Ave. NE 
Seattle WA 98115 
(206) 523-4483

As a Seattle native, I couldn’t be more excited about joining the 
oldest environmental organization in my home state. Growing 
up camping in the forests and exploring the beaches left me with 
a strong connection to this region’s natural environment, and I 
am so happy to be back in Washington. I left Seattle to pursue 
an undergraduate degree in English, and then moved to Colo-
rado to work in the publishing department of a legal nonprofit. 
Persistently passionate about the environment and conservation, 
I eventually returned to school to earn a Master’s in Environ-
mental Studies, focusing on the study of community-based con-
servation. As that chapter came to a close, I found myself drawn 
back to the Northwest, and was delighted to be able to make 
that move by joining Seattle Audubon. I am thrilled to be serv-
ing this community of like-minded naturalists. I have had the pleasure to meet some of 
our wonderful members already, and look forward to meeting many more. Please don’t 
hesitate to introduce yourself, either with a phone call or by stopping in to say hello! 
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A u d u b o n  N e w s

Staff Spotlight — Rachel Caldwell, Membership Associate

Growing up in Southern California, I spent my childhood 
exploring the coastal cliffs, sandy beaches, and shrubby chapar-
rals of San Diego County, blissfully unaware of how lucky I 
was to have such incredible and easily accessible natural areas. 
I soon left California to pursue a bachelor’s degree at Fordham 
University, where I would spend the next 4 years living in the 
“concrete jungle” of New York City. It was my time living in the 
South Bronx that solidified my future, as I quickly came to the 
realization that there were many people living in urban centers 
without easy access to areas where they could connect with and 
learn about the natural world. I decided to major in Environ-
mental Policy, focusing my attention on the importance of urban 
environmental education. Working as a youth educator at the 
New York Botanical Garden, I saw the importance of educating young people for a 
sustainable future and realized my passion for urban environmental education. I am 
excited to be joining the Seattle Audubon education team as an AmeriCorps member, 
dedicating a year of service to an organization with a long history of connecting urban 
communities with the wonders of birds and nature. During my time at SAS, I will be 
working to support the Finding Urban Nature and BirdWatch teen program, educating 
and inspiring youth to be environmental stewards in their communities.

Staff Spotlight — David Garcia, Education Assistant
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by Brid Nowlan 

Over the past decade or so, the rise 
of social media has permitted 
organizations and activists to 
publicize and arguably influence 
environmental issues to a degree 
perhaps unimagined in the past. But 
how did activists manage back in the 
days before email and the Web, Face-
book and Twitter? They wrote letters 
and sent them by the US Post Office 
Department (as it was called prior to 
1971). The most active wrote a lot 
of letters and, for efficiency’s sake, 
used a typewriter, that cutting-edge 
technology invented in 1868 and 
improved upon, but not much changed, in 
the ensuing century (and still with us today 
in our keyboards).

Seattle Audubon conservation chair 
Mrs. Neil (Emily) Haig (1891–1978) was 
an indefatigable letter writer. She wrote 
about everything—environmental education 
and wilderness, birds and birding, ferry 
tolls and animal experimentation—and to 
everyone—chiding or praising elected rep-
resentatives, requesting copies of internal 
reports from agency directors. If time was 
of the essence, she sprang for a telegram. 
She even wrote to President Nixon, call-
ing on him to use his “dynamic and fine 
leadership” to protect wilderness (like Vim 
Wright, fellow conservationist and a co-
founder of the Washington Environmental 
Council, Mrs. Haig was a Republican). 
When she wrote, people responded. 

But not everyone had her élan. Even 
now, when pixels on a screen are so eas-
ily edited, most of us rely on the generic 
language of anonymous activists rather than 
compose our own emails. How much more 
daunting, then, would pristine white paper 
be, awaiting the indelible ink of pen or 
typewriter?

Emily had been a volunteer conserva-
tion worker for most of her adult life, start-
ing with the Sierra Club in its early days in 

California, the Seattle Garden Club, The 
Mountaineers, and just about every conser-
vation group in or near Seattle. She knew 
that elected representatives and agency staff 
needed to hear early and often from their 
constituents. Trained, like many women of 
her generation, as a stenographer, she also 
knew her way around a typewriter. And, 
inveterate organizer that she was, she had a 
solution for every problem. To encourage 
the hesitant to write to their legislators, she 
organized monthly letter-writing workshops 
at her house, where concerned citizens 
could gather around her big, oval dining-
room table and tap alongside each other on 
their typewriters, or scratch with their pens, 
sharing ideas and supporting each other’s 
endeavors. 

An early form of social media, with the 
emphasis on the social.

Note: More information about Emily Haig 
and other pioneers of Washington conservation 
can be found in a new book available at The 
Nature Shop: “Extraordinary Women Conserva-
tionists of Washington: Mothers of Nature,” by 
Dee Arntz (The History Press, 2015).

A u d u b o n  H i s t o r y

Social Media in the Age of Typewriters     

Midnight to 
Midnight,
Tuesday, 

May 5, 2015

Go BIG for Seattle Audubon! 
GiveBIG is a one-day, online 
charitable giving event.

The Seattle Foundation 
and GiveBIG sponsors will 
"stretch" all donations up to 
$2,500 per donor to Seattle 
Audubon. 

By donating on GiveBIG 
day, your dollars go further 
for conservation, envi-
ronmental education, and 
citizen science. 

Keep an eye on your 
mailbox and email for more 
information about how you 
can GiveBIG on behalf of 
birds and nature!
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S e a t t l e  A u d u b o n 

by Russ Steele 

“The first day of my retirement,” George Johnson wrote 
about his 1982 retirement from Graybar Electric, “I 
played golf. The second day I quit golf forever.” Looking 
for occupation, George found Seattle Audubon and was 
quickly recruited to its board of directors. And so started 
a 31-year relationship, 29 as a volunteer.

Soon conscripted to develop earned revenue for Seattle 
Audubon, George, through book sales at the Seattle Audu-
bon offices in downtown Seattle and then the sprouting of 
“seed depots” at members' homes, started what would be-
come the Seattle Audubon Nature Shop. He then oversaw 
its operations for its first 15 years. He saw to the organiza-
tion's move to the Wedgwood neighborhood and facili-
tated the 1996 purchase and move into the organization's 
current building. Even after retiring from his Merchandise 
Manager volunteer role, George remained active on the 
Publications, Facilities, and Nature Shop board com-
mittees. George estimated his hours of service to Seattle 
Audubon at 15,000. This is likely an understatement.

While serving on the board, George provided a clear 
and thoughtful point of view, often in opposition with 
longtime Board Secretary Hazel Wolf. Their relationship 
was never acrimonious, but so consistent were their dif-
ferences that it was notable when the two agreed on an 
issue. Remembers past board president Richard Youel, 
“George was always civil, reasoned, polite, and respectful 
in whatever the discussion, and I saw what a good board 
member can be. I appreciated the way his contributions 
expanded the discussion and might shift the consensus… 

George Johnson – A Remembrance   

In whatever he did he gave 
of himself with intelligence 
and humor, always the best 
team player you could ever 
hope for.”

George passed away 
peacefully December 29, 
2014, after a cancer diagno-
sis the year before. He was 
91.  

Student, World War II veteran, husband, father, busi-
nessman, volunteer, lover of the outdoors and nature, 
friend, and mentor, George will be missed but always 
remembered. In 2006, The Nature Shop space at Seattle 
Audubon was dedicated as the George Johnson Birding 
Resource Center at a ceremony before staff, shop volun-
teers, and seven current and past Seattle Audubon board 
presidents. George is survived by his wife of 62 years, Bet-
ty, daughter Debbie and her husband and children, and 
son Dave and his wife. A service is yet to be planned. 
Gifts in George’s memory can be made to Seattle Audu-
bon or any cancer research organization. 

New Members of the Seattle Audubon Board of Directors
Ashley Black. Ashley is currently chief of staff and 
executive communication director at Cisco Systems. 
Previously, she was a communications executive at 
Providence Health & Services. Most of her career has 
been as a communications leader, usually in high-tech 
companies. She also serves as a pro bono consultant 
for the Taproot Foundation, helping nonprofits crystal-
lize their message and understand their audiences. She 
was inspired to join the board of Seattle Audubon 
when one of the crows in her neighborhood dropped 
a pebble on her head. She said, “Then I knew what I 
had to do.”

Kathryn Donough is a Human Resources profes-
sional with over 18 years of experience and profes-
sional certification from the Society for Human 
Resource Management (SHRM). She is currently 
Director of Human Resources at the Institute for Sys-
tems Biology. She has worked in HR for both profit 
and nonprofit organizations and has been a vice presi-
dent for the Seattle chapter of the SHRM board. Her 
skills include strategic planning and implementation, 
business metric application, and budget management. 
She currently lives in Magnolia and is an avid skier 
and tennis fan.

In memory of long-time volunteer and member George 
Johnson, the Board of Directors has established The George H. 
Johnson Volunteer Fund. This fund will help to support and 
sustain our community of dedicated volunteers. Please contact 
the Development Department for more information or to tar-
get a contribution to this fund: Development Manager, Claire 
Catania, clairec@seattleaudubon.org, (206) 523-8243 ext.16.
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E d u c a t i o n

BirdWatch is Seattle Audubon’s teen birding 
program, but it goes 
much deeper than 
that. BirdWatch is an 
active, growing com-
munity of like-minded 
teens and adults who 
are intrigued by the 
natural world. Bird-
Watch is not just for 
teens who have an in-
explicable obsession 
with birds (although 

Teen Program, BirdWatch, Going Strong! New Members Always Welcome!   
we do have some of those). It is also for teens who 
love to be outside, learn, draw, explore, and have a 
competitive spirit (these latter teens will inevitably 
become avid “listers”). As we get closer to warmer 
weather and the annual BirdWatch spring trip, Bird-
Watchers will participate in restoration projects in the 
Seattle area in an effort to offset the carbon footprint 
generated by traveling to birding destinations through-
out Washington State and beyond.

There are no fees associated with joining Bird-
Watch, and teens can join at any point throughout 
the year. To learn more, contact David Garcia, Educa-
tion Assistant, at davidg@seattleaudubon.org. 

FUN is Seattle Audubon’s environmental education 
program for 3rd and 4th graders. Volunteers play 
an essential part in FUN by leading hands-on les-
sons for small groups of children at public schools 
in Seattle Public. We asked FUN volunteer Kersti 
M. to share some of her experiences.  

How long have you been a Finding Urban 
Nature (FUN) volunteer?  What school(s) have 
you volunteered at?
I have been volunteering for the FUN program since 
the spring of 2010. I volunteer exclusively at Sanislo 

Elementary School. The school is in 
my neighborhood (I 
also grew up nearby), 

thus enhancing my 
sense of community. I 

adore the teachers there 
and couldn’t imagine go-

ing anywhere else! It is especially awesome to see FUN 
‘graduates’ in the hallways; I love seeing their smiles of 
recognition and appreciation.

What is your favorite part about being a FUN 
volunteer?
Goodness…there are so many. I love how much I learn 
from the students. The amount of hope I am left with 
at the end of the program is incredible as well; I see the 
excitement and wonder and I believe they will carry it on 
with them throughout their lives. Letters of thanks from 

Finding Urban Nature (FUN) Volunteer Spotlight – Kersti M.   
each child in my group came on Christmas Eve this year; it 
was the best present I received. 
Does the FUN program align with any of your 
personal or professional interests?
Absolutely. I have a background in ecology/environmental 
studies with a focus on preservation of urban forests and as-
sociated wildlife, particularly birds. Instilling an awareness 
and appreciation of urban nature in children is essential 
not only for holistic/spiritual growth, but also an integral 
part of their education. If you are not aware of something, 
how can you care about it, or attempt to preserve it? 

Is there anything I haven’t asked here that you’d 
like to share? 
I would just like to thank you for the opportunity provided 
to the students by this program and all the hard work 
Audubon and its volunteers do. I certainly believe I get just 
as much as I give. When I was a child, my father told me 
about ground-nesting sparrows in our field, and he refused 
to mow during their nesting season. This was the beginning 
of an environmental ethic instilled in me, by him; a softness 
and compassion displayed towards our non-human compan-
ions. I believe FUN encompasses this concept seamlessly 
through its programs. 

Thanks for being an amazing FUN volunteer, 
Kersti! Anyone can become a FUN volunteer. 
Contact Christine Scheele, Education Manager 
(christines@seattleaudubon.org), to learn how to 
get involved.
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C o n s e r v a t i o n

Shorebirds are in trouble. According to the 2014 “State 
of the Birds Report,” authored by the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, and Na-
tional Audubon Society, among many others, "Shore-
birds are declining more than many other species 
groups. Long-term migration counts for 19 shorebird 
species show an alarming 50% decline since 1974." 

Last year, the Seattle Audubon Conservation Com-
mittee learned of a unique opportunity to address 
shorebird declines right in our own backyard, at Union 
Bay Natural Area (UBNA; also called the Montlake 
Fill) adjacent to the University of Washington main 
campus. The UBNA is one of several sites being uti-
lized by the Washington State Dept. of Transportation 
(WSDOT) to offset wetland impacts at Foster Island 
and the Arboretum due to construction of the new 
State Route 520 Bridge. The State of Washington has 
allocated some $2 million to improve wetland habitat 
at UBNA. Unfortunately, WSDOT's mitigation plan 
for UBNA will accelerate the catastrophic decline of 
shorebirds there.

The UBNA has been an important stopover site for 
migratory shorebirds since at least the 1970s, but that 
is no longer true. Recreational birders at UBNA have ob-
served a decline from more than 1,400 shorebirds annu-
ally in the 1990s to just 42 individuals last year. The pri-
mary cause for this decline is loss of open habitat around 
areas with an aquatic shoreline, due to tree planting and 
invasive plant proliferation. Shorebirds need open space 
to feed and successfully avoid predators. Without such 
space, they simply will not use an area. 

WSDOT's plan claims to include enhanced shore-
bird habitat, but instead it calls for increased plant-
ing of “buffer” plants around all shorebird sites, and 
maintenance and growth of willow trees where they 
exist. Although the mitigation design is meant to cre-
ate habitat that would be used by diverse wildlife, no 
planning has occurred to consider any specific wildlife 
species or group, and there are no metrics in place to 
measure wildlife response to the mitigation. Conse-
quently, the mitigation plan focuses on a standardized 
prescription for wetland creation without considering 
that the reduced amount of open space will effectively 
end shorebird migration at UBNA. 

A Chance to Help Shorebirds
by Susan North and the Seattle Audubon Conservation Committee

Seattle Audubon is now proceeding with a simple mis-
sion: persuade regulators to modify the UBNA wetland 
mitigation plan to help shorebirds by removing woody 
plants from two areas with an aquatic shoreline. We believe 
this simple measure would restore a great deal of UBNA's 
former use as a shorebird migration stopover site.

However, after extensive communications with several 
regulatory agencies (including WSDOT, Washington 
Dept. of Ecology, Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, 
and US Army Corps of Engineers) Seattle Audubon has 
been unable to persuade these entities that their mitiga-
tion plan would be vastly more beneficial if it included 
measures that would create habitat for shorebirds. Seattle 
Audubon advocates for tree planting across Seattle but 
also understands that not all species use the same habitat 
types, and trees are not appropriate in all wetlands. We 
believe that biodiversity declines are a global problem that 
we can affect right here. Let us not lose a unique opportu-
nity to bring back shorebirds to Seattle, and give ordinary 
citizens a glimpse into the lives of some of the planet's 
most extraordinary migrants.

You can help! If this is an issue that matters to you, 
please sign our petition at http://chn.ge/1zNIeod. For 
more information, please visit our webpage at http://bit.
ly/1BQ3rco.
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S e a t t l e  A u d u b o n  N e w s

Starting November 28 and finish-
ing January 22, the offices and 
Nature Shop of Seattle Audubon 
got their first freshening since the 
building was acquired in 1996. 
Old carpet was pulled up and then 
offices received durable carpet tiles, 
the bathroom and kitchen got vinyl 
flooring, and the Nature Shop entry 
and hallways received new hardwood 
flooring. All old wood floors were 
then refinished and walls and ceil-
ings painted. 

This budgeted expense was an 
investment by the Seattle Audubon 
board of directors in the organiza-
tion’s primary capital asset. Many 
thanks go to Shelley Stock of Stock 
& Associates, who provided pro 
bono consultation on materials and 
colors and then acted as general 
contractor, wrangling the various 
contractors to complete this much 
needed project.

Seattle Audubon 
Nature Center and Shop 
Get a Makeover

April 16, 2015, 7:00 p.m., at the Burke Museum
Neil Zimmerman will speak on “Attracting Birds to Your Backyard”

Gardening and birding are a natural fit! No matter how small, our yards are becoming increasingly more im-
portant as wildlife habitat. Loss, fragmentation, and degradation of suitable habitat are the leading causes of 
population declines in birds, other wildlife, and plants. Our garden and landscape choices directly affect the 
health of that habitat, for ourselves and for the naturally oc-
curring wildlife and plants that must depend on it. Join Neil 
Zimmerman, Seattle Audubon Outreach Chair and Master 
Birder, to learn how to attract and care for birds in your yard 
through plant selection, gardening practices, and use of water 
features. A dynamic presentation and photos (many from 
Neil’s own yard!) will be used to illustrate the different ideas. 
You’ll want to bring a pencil and notebook — Neil’s tips and 
tricks are not to be missed!

Member Meeting

We are only about a year away 
from the main celebration of our 
Centennial. The Centennial Plan-
ning Committee continues to make 
progress on shaping Centennial 
activities for 2016. While many 
pieces are still in the works, there 
is one thing we know — there will 
be a celebration dinner on April 
23, 2016, with an exciting keynote 
speaker. See you there!

Centennial Celebration
Seattle Audubon is Turning 100!

Before

After
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December 27, 2014

128 species tallied (count day + count week)
Count day: 120 species
Count week: additional 8 species
Individual birds: 47,855
Observers: 210

Seattle CBC Compiler: Matt Bartels

Overview
The 2014 Seattle Christmas Bird Count 
(CBC) featured more human participants 
than ever but slightly lower-than-normal 
numbers of individual birds counted for 
most species that were observed. On count 
day, 120 species were tallied, a bit lower 
than our count-day average. For the full 
count week, eight additional species were 
added, yielding a total of 128 species, con-
sistent with the 10-year average. The total number of individual birds counted, 47,855, 
was the second-lowest total since 1996, but, again, in line with the totals of the past 
five years.

Highlights
2014’s CBC set a record for the number of participants, with 210 observers taking 
part, 196 in the field and 14 at feeders. This is only the second time the Seattle CBC 
has included more than 200 participants. On the bird front, a Horned Lark discovered 
at Discovery Park was the first count-day record of this species for our CBC. 

Notable misses
Ruddy Duck (count week only), Great Horned Owl, Western Screech-Owl, Northern 
Saw-whet Owl, Marbled Murrelet (count week only), Northern Shrike, White-throated 
Sparrow (count week only). 

Record high counts
For the modern period (1972-present), high counts were recorded for Cackling Goose 
(57), Horned Lark (1), and Chestnut-backed Chickadee (389).

Thanks to everyone who participated in the 2014 CBC, making it a huge success. Visit 
seattleaudubon.org for a complete species list and a summary of the trends.

C h r i s t m a s  B i r d  C o u n t

2014 Seattle Christmas Bird Count Results

Are You Ready?

Join us as we embark on a 
24-hour birding whirlwind, 
raising money to support 
Seattle Audubon, birds, and 
nature – Bird-A-Thon!

Participation is EASY:
1. Register online as an 

individual or team – at 
birdathon.seattleaudu-
bon.org 

2. Pick any 24-hour period 
in May.

3. Collect pledges in sup-
port of your adventure.

4. Get outside and count 
birds!

Thank you, and congratula-
tions to…
Last Year’s Top Bird-A-
Thoners

#1 Team: Toucan Three-will
• Jan Bragg
• Pam Cahn
• David Hepp

#1 Individual: Adam Sedgley
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C l a s s e s

Peacocks, Penguins, & Charles Darwin: 
Evolution for Beginning Birders
with Hans de Grys, Chemistry Teacher at Lakeside School, 
Master Birder, Recipient - MIT’s Inspirational Teacher Award
Lecture: Thursday, March 12, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Location: Lakeside School, Room: Allen-Gates 101
Cost: $30 members, $40 non-members     
Limit: 22 

Washington’s Woodpeckers 
with Brian Bell, professional birding and natural history guide 
with an extensive background in biology, geology, and astronomy. 
He teaches ornithology at local community colleges and has 
birded extensively throughout the West and the United States. 
His enthusiasm and passion for birds will inspire you!
Lecture: Friday, March 13, 7:00 to 9:15 p.m.
Location: Board Room, 2100 Building, 210 24th Ave S
Field trips: Half-day trip in Western Washington Satur-
day, March 14; full-day trip to Eastern Washington Satur-
day, May 9.  Trips will be organized at the class session.
Cost: Cost for lecture and field trips: $65 members, $80 
non-members
Carpool cost of $14 for driving expenses to Eastern Wash-
ington should be paid to the carpool driver. Carpool cost 
for the half-day trip is $3. 
Cost for lecture only: $45 members, $60 non-members
Limit: 20 participants, 15 lecture and field trip, 5 lecture 
only

The Complete (Almost) Western Washing-
ton Shorebird Identification Class 
with Dr. Scott Mills and Mike Donahue
Lecture: Wednesdays, April 8, 15, and 22,  7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Field trips: No field trip
Location: Board Room, 2100 Building, 2100 24th Ave S
Cost: $75 members, $90 non-members     
Limit: 45

Feather Groups and Molt for Beginning 
Birders
with Hans de Grys, Chemistry Teacher at Lakeside School, 
Master Birder, Recipient - MIT’s Inspirational Teacher Award
Lectures: Thursdays, April 23 and April 30, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Location: Lakeside School, Room: Allen-Gates 101
Cost: $45 members, $55 non-members     
Limit: 22

Birding By Ear – 
Learning Northwest Bird Voices
with Bob Sundstrom, Professional Birding Tour Leader and 
“Bird Note” Lead Writer
Lecture: Tuesday, April 28, and Wednesday, May 6, 7:00 to 
9:00 p.m.
Location: Board Room, 2100 Building, 2100 24th Ave S
Field Trip 1: Sunday, May 10 – South Puget Sound
Field Trip 2: Monday, June 22 – East of the Cascades
Cost: $100 members, $115 non-members (2 lectures and 1 
field trip), $175 members, $190 non-members (2 lectures and 
BOTH field trips)       
Limit: 18 per field trip

Birding by Shape 
with Dr. Scott Mills, Bird Guide and Field Trip Leader
Lecture: Wednesday, April 29th, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Location: Board Room, 2100 Building, 2100 24th Ave S
Cost: $30 members, $45 non-members     
Limit: 45

Birds and Plants of the Shrub-Steppe 
with Andy Stepniewski, author of “Birds of Yakima County”
Lecture: Friday, May 1, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Field Trip: Saturday, May 2, 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.  
Location: Board room, 2100 Building, 2100 24th Ave S
Cost: $60 members, $75 non-members (lecture and field trip)
$40 members, $55 non-members (lecture only)                                                      
Limit: 20 for lecture & field trip; additional 20 for lecture only

Class Information Full details on these classes are available at: www.seattleaudubon.org.

Registration:
Seattle Audubon members receive a discount. Prereg-
istration required. You may register in person at 
Seattle Audubon Nature Shop, 8050 35th NE, Seattle, 
WA, Monday-Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., or by 
phone, 206-523-4483.

Refunds: 
Full refunds are available for cancellations with at least 14 days 
notice. No refunds are given with fewer than two weeks notice.

Location:
Locations vary. See class description for location. Check website 
or call The Nature Shop for directions.

Continues bottom of Page 11.
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The PSSS monitors the presence of 
seabirds during winter months, when 
many seabird species are most abundant 
in Puget Sound. The project was con-
ceived, developed, and implemented by 
Seattle Audubon’s Science Committee and 
Science Department staff, and continues 
to be the major focus of the organization’s 
Science Program. Collection of PSSS data 
relies entirely on the expertise, dedica-
tion, and knowledge of the more than 250 
volunteers who have participated in the 
survey since its inception in 2007. Each 
year, before the start of the survey season, 
new volunteers attend a three-hour train-
ing session on survey methods and data 
entry procedures. At each survey location, 
volunteers identify bird species within 300 
meters and utilize distance sampling meth-
ods to collect data. 

Since surveys began in 2007, more than 
200,000 birds have been recorded from 
74 different species. The number of survey 
sites has grown from 32 in the project’s first 
year to 134 in 2015. These survey locations 
range north to Deception Pass on Whidbey 
Island, south to Olympia, and west to Cape 
Flattery on the northwest tip of the Olympic 
Peninsula. The recent analysis rested on 
observations at 62 survey sites.

The two most significant findings of 
this new analysis, results of which were 
published in the peer-reviewed online jour-
nal PeerJ (with collaboration by scientists at 
NOAA’s Northwest Fisheries Science Cen-
ter), were that (1) Despite historic declines 
of seabirds in our region, results from this 
study are optimistic, suggesting that 14 of 
the 18 species studied are being recorded 
at increasingly more survey sites, while 
four species continue to decline; and (2) 
Data collected by citizen scientists following 
simple scientific techniques can be used 
to produce publishable literature of a high 
standard. Read the full article and science 
paper at www.seabirdsurvey.org.

The PSSS will 
continue to collect 
important data on 
seabirds for the 
foreseeable future, 
which should 
lead eventually 
to more analysis 
and reporting of 
seabird trends. 
There is also the 
potential to expand the project to new geo-
graphic areas, enabling better understanding 
of local seabird populations.

Birding By Ear for Beginning Birders
with Hans de Grys, Chemistry Teacher at Lakeside School, Master Birder, 
Recipient - MIT’s Inspirational Teacher Award
Lecture: Thursday, June 11, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Location: Lakeside School, Room: Allen-Gates 101
Field Trip: Saturday, June 13, 7:00 to 10:00 a.m. [local park, TBA]
Cost: $40 members, $50 non-members       
Limit: 22
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Seabird Survey, continued from Page 1.

Classes, continued from Page 10.

S e a t t l e  A u d u b o n 

Birding 201 – Intermediate Birding
with Barry Levine, Master Birder
Lectures: Wednesdays, May 13 and 20, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Location: Phinney Neighborhood Center, Blue Building, Room 6
Field Trip: Saturday, May 16 or 23
Cost: $50 members, $65 non-members       
Limit: 22 (11 per field trip)
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Greater Sage-grouse

F i e l d  T r i p s

After winter’s long spell of dark, gray 
days, there is much to enjoy in spring as 
bird songs inspired by surging hormones 
herald the mating season. While the 
dawn melodies of robins and sparrows 
delight our ears, spring is also the time 
to see many thrilling courtship displays 
around the Pacific Northwest.

Be impressed by a Northern Harrier 
performing a line of acrobatic barrel rolls 
and swoops over open meadows. Be 
inspired by a Horned Lark hovering high 
in the sky while delivering a tinkling aria, 
before tucking its wings to dive back to 
earth. Be awed by the synchronized water 
ballet of Western Grebes or amused by 
the rapid head-bobbing and bill-slapping 
of the Ruddy Duck. At Great Blue Heron 
colonies, watch these large birds on their 
nests display their wispy plumes on out-
stretched necks while croaking. Perhaps 
the most extraordinary courtship among 
Washington’s birds is that of the Greater 
Sage-grouse, in which males gather to 

Enjoy Spring Birding with Seattle Audubon  
by Tiffany Linbo, Field Trip Committee Member

strut through brush with tails fanned and 
inflated yellow air sacs bouncing.

From the flashy scarlet crest of a Ruby-
crowned Kinglet to the fluttery wing-slap-
ping flight of a Band-tailed Pigeon, many 
displays of wooing can be seen throughout 
the region. Sign up now for a field trip 
and, with luck, you may be able to catch 
sight of these and other springtime rites of 
avian seduction. 

Join Seattle Audubon, rain or shine, for a two-hour bird walk. No sign-up required! Begin-
ning birders or new Seattleites will especially enjoy this exposure to the rich variety of 
regional bird life. Families and non-members are welcome to attend.

Request binoculars from The Nature Shop at least one week in advance. Further in-
formation is available at www.seattleaudubon.org or from The Seattle Audubon Nature 
Shop, 206-523-4483. 

Neighborhood Bird Walks  

Saturday, March 28, 9:00 a.m. – Carkeek Park*
Leader: Scott Hoskin (206-390-4388; bludog66@comcast.net)
Carkeek Park is in northwest Seattle. Enter from 3rd Avenue NW at 110th Street. Meet 
at the parking lot across from the playing fields at the end of Carkeek Park Road. *A 
more accessible route is available for those with disabilities; contact the leader if you 
plan to attend.

Saturday, April 18, 8:30 a.m. – Discovery Park 
Leaders: Neil and Carleen Zimmerman (425-485-3122; N3zims@comcast.net)
Discovery Park is at the western end of Interbay-Magnolia. Enter on right off W. Em-
erson St. just beyond Viewmont Way W. Meet near the restroom facility at the South 
Parking lot. 

Field Trips– 
Rules of the Road
For detailed information 
on field trips offered in the 
next month, visit our web-
site at www.seattleaudu-
bon.org. You will find: 
•	 A complete schedule of 

upcoming trips.
•	 A detailed listing for 

each trip, including des-
tination, leader, meeting 
place, and a description 
of what you can expect 
to see.

•	 A checklist of what to 
bring.

•	 Carpool guidelines.
•	 Directions to the trip 

meeting places.
•	 Registration dates and 

process.
•	 General rules for field 

trip participants.
•	 A copy of the “liability 

release form” you will 
need to sign the day of 
the trip. Like most other 
organizations that offer 
public field trips, Seattle 
Audubon now requires 
participants to sign a 
waiver as a condition 
of participating in these 
free services.

The field trip schedule will 
be updated the first of each 
month, so be sure to check 
our web site regularly!
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Red Knot

Flocks of shorebirds, resting, feeding, 
or, especially, flying in tight formation, 
provide some of birding’s most compel-
ling scenes, and western Washington has 
some wonderful spots to watch them. One 
of the best is the Westport area, on the 
south side of Grays Harbor inlet. Includ-
ing pelagic trips in the nearby waters, well 
over 300 bird species have been seen in 
the area.

To bird Westport and nearby Bottle 
Beach, Grayland, Midway Beach, and 
Tokeland, head south on Highway 105 
from Aberdeen. At Bottle Beach State 
Park, a small strip of coastline, the best 
birding is as much as 2.5 hours before 
high tide. Especially in spring, you should 
find shorebirds here like Red Knot and 
many others, often including rarities like 
Red-necked Stint, Ruff, both golden-plo-
vers, and Hudsonian and Bar-tailed God-
wits. The beach is reached by a boardwalk; 
look along it for Virginia Rails and Com-
mon Yellowthroats, and for passerines in 
the trees next to the beach. 

Further south on 105, birders can 
turn northwards to Westport or continue 
south to Grayland and Midway Beaches 
and Tokeland. Camping is available at 
Grayland Beach State Park along with 
good birding there and at Midway Beach a 
bit further south. This area is home to the 
endangered Snowy Plover, which breeds 
there. A Wilson’s Plover visited in 2012. 
Buff-breasted and Stilt Sandpipers are pos-
sible. Also, check the ponds for ducks as 
well as shorebirds.

Still further south on 105 is the turnoff 
for Tokeland. Check the hundreds of gulls 
in North Cove, where Elegant Terns are 
possible. Birding can be excellent any-
where on the Tokeland Peninsula. The 
marina at the end of the road is great for 
Willet and godwits, and also for spotting 

D e s t i n a t i o n

many seabirds 
in Willapa 
Bay. Look for 
terns includ-
ing Elegant. In 
fall, Tropical 
Kingbirds are 
a possibility. 
Snow Bunting, 
Lapland Long-
spur, and even 
a Lark Bunting 
have been seen here.

Alternatively, continue on Highway 
105 into the town of Westport, which has 
full visitor services. Consider a pelagic 
trip (reservations needed) with Westport 
Seabirds, but birding in Westport itself is 
excellent. The jetty there is a challenge but 
may provide a peek at some pelagic birds. 
Also look for 
Wandering Tat-
tler, in addition 
to a variety of 
loons, grebes, 
sea ducks, 
Brown Pelicans, 
gulls, terns, and 
alcids. Shore-
birds, including 
“rockpipers,” 
are present in 
season. The 
large flock of 
Marbled Godwits often found near the 
Coast Guard station could include a 
Bar-tailed. Rarities are always possible - a 
Common Eider and a Northern Wheatear 
were present concurrently in 2012. The 
ocean beach can be accessed in Westport, 
with good birding at the lighthouse and at 
Westhaven State Park.

The Westport Area  
by Blair Bernson, Master Birder and Field Trip Leader

Snowy Plover
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N a t u r e  S h o p

8050 35th Ave. N.E., Seattle, WA 98115 • 206-523-4483  
  www.seattleaudubon.org

Nikon Monarch 7, Great value and 
optics in a mid-sized binocular

8x30, $380
10x30, $400

With more than 50 models of 
binoculars and 10 models of 
spotting scopes, The Nature Shop 
has a selection curated specifically 
for your birding needs. Our experts 
are on hand to answer questions 
and help you find the right optics, 
digiscoping support, and accessories.  

• Members always receive 20% OFF books!
 AND Member Pricing on seed!

Wild Origami, 
Member Price 

$15.96

    Annual Spring Plant Sale  

Saturday, March 28
        10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

      Seattle Audubon parking lot

              featuring*
    Botanica • Colvos Creek Nursery

Discovery Gardens • Fairmeadow Nursery  
Madrona Nursery • Queenscup Nursery

 Steamboat Island Nursery
Tadpole Haven Nursery

                 *subject to change

All of the latest 
phone attachments 
for spotting scopes

T h e  N a t u r e  S h o p

BEST
SELLER

W h e r e  p r o f i t s  a r e  f o r  t h e  b i r d s

Open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Mondays through Saturdays year round

OPEN ‘TIL 7:00 p.m. the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
March 10  •  April 14  •  May 12

Forty-Six Views, 
by Connie 
Sidles. 
Connie Sidles’ 
fourth book on 
the Montlake 
Fill. Featuring 
46 short poems, 

each accompanied by a Sumi-e painting by 
Hiroko Seki.
Member Price $27.96

Extrordinary 
Women 
Conservation-
ists, 
by Dee Arntz. 
Member Price 
$16.00

NEW

FOR
KIDS Subirdia, 

by John Marzluff.
Member Price 

$24.00

NEW
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C o m m u n i t y  C o n n e c t i o n s

Cruise the San Juans While Benefitting Seattle Audubon
Join Puget Sound Express and Seattle Audubon for an exciting three-day cruise through the San Juan Islands — 

and benefit Seattle Audubon at the same time! Selected by National Geographic as one of the 
World's Top Three destinations, the waters around the San Juan Islands are home to Orcas 

(Killer Whales), Minke Whales, Gray Whales, Steller Sea Lions, porpoises, otters, and a dizzying 
array of seabirds. 10% of proceeds will be donated to Seattle Audubon! 

Three Dates to Choose From:
April 12-14, 2015           May 12-14, 2015          September 22-24, 2015

Package price: $850 pp dbl occ/$925 per single person includes three days aboard Glacier Spirit, 
lunch aboard the vessel, and two nights’ accommodation at Roche Harbor Resort.

To sign up, go to PugetSoundExpress.com and click RESERVE ONLINE, or call (360) 385-5288. Enter code 
"SEAAUD15" as you order, and PSE will give 10% of the proceeds to Seattle Audubon.

Puget Sound Express is a family-run wildlife- and whale-watching company based in Port Townsend, 
with nearly 3 decades of experience. They have strong educational partnerships with 

The Olympic Audubon Society, Dungeness River Center, Port Townsend Marine Science Center, 
and the Center for Whale Research.
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